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Tripolis Park, 
Burgerweeshuispad 101,  
1076 ES Amsterdam 

Nebius breaks ground on 
gigawatt-scale AI factory 
in Independence, 
Missouri 

• City leaders and local stakeholders help launch construction of multi-building 
campus that supports 1,000+ jobs, sizable tax revenues, and area education 
programs. 

Independence, MO., May 12, 2026 — Nebius (Nasdaq: NBIS), the AI cloud 

company, today broke ground on its flagship AI factory campus in Independence, 

Missouri – the company’s first gigawatt-scale digital infrastructure project in the 

US. 

The ceremony brought together state and local leaders, economic development 

partners, community members and company representatives to mark the start of 

construction of the multi-building AI factory on approximately 400 acres in eastern 

Independence.   

Nebius already operates in the Kansas City area and sees the Independence AI 

factory as a critical next step in its long-term growth in the US.  

“Projects like this are built for the long term, and we are committed to developing 

this facility in a way that directly benefits Independence,” said Nebius Board 

Chairman, John Boynton. “We want to create lasting opportunities, act as a good 

partner with the community, and set a standard for developing AI and digital 

infrastructure responsibly.”  

“Missouri continues to lead in innovation, infrastructure, and investment, and this 

facility in Independence is another example of that momentum in action,” said 

Governor Mike Kehoe. “This investment from Nebius strengthens Missouri’s 

position as a national leader in digital infrastructure, while creating quality jobs, 

supporting local schools and businesses, and generating long-term opportunity. 

We are proud to support investments that keep Missouri competitive and moving 

forward.” 
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Construction of the first phase of the AI factory is now underway. In both the 

construction and operation phases, Nebius has put in place intentional design 

measures to minimize impact at a local level, including by minimizing water use, 

containing noise and light, and protecting ratepayers.  

Creating approximately 1,200 construction jobs – overwhelmingly drawn from local 

union building trades – and 130 permanent high-tech positions at full operation, 

Nebius’s Independence investment is also expected to generate $650 million in tax 

payments to local school districts and taxing jurisdictions over the next 20 years.   

Nebius is committed to transparent operations and sustained community 

engagement. As part of this, the company has established a community benefits 

plan focused on education and local investment, and has already begun to put this 

into practice, including a recent donation to eliminate school meal debt at 

Independence and Ft. Osage School Districts and an initial agreement with 

Metropolitan Community College focused on AI literacy and workforce 

development.  

More information about the Nebius AI factory in Independence, Missouri, can be 

found at nebius-independencemo.com.  

High resolution photos from today’s groundbreaking are available here.  

Here’s what community, business, and education leaders are saying about Nebius’ 

collaborative, partnership-focused investment approach:  

• Valerie Byrnes, President of the Independence Chamber of Commerce 
and Economic Development Partnership: “This project is a powerful catalyst 
for sustained economic growth in Independence. This is a pivotal project that 
elevates a city’s trajectory—attracting new industries, driving infrastructure 
investment, and creating momentum that will shape our economy for decades 
to come.” 

• Michelle Hataway, Director of the Missouri Department of Economic 
Development: “Nebius’ decision to expand in Independence is another strong 
signal that Missouri is competing and winning in the technology and innovation 
economy. This billion-dollar-investment and creation of new jobs will bring new 
opportunities to the region while strengthening the state’s growing reputation as 
a destination for high-tech industry and forward-looking investment.” 

• Subash Alias, CEO of Missouri Partnership: “This project highlights the 
extraordinary pace of growth in the AI industry – and why Missouri is the right 
place for that growth. With our central location, robust infrastructure, and ability 
to deliver power at scale, Missouri offers a compelling environment for next-
generation technology investment, and Nebius’ decision reinforces our strength 
as a global competitor.” 

https://nebius-independencemo.com/
https://nebius.com/media-kit
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• Tim Cowden, President and CEO of the Kansas City Area Development 
Council: “The Kansas City region continues to stand out as a top destination 
for global technology investment. Nebius’ decision to choose Independence 
underscores the strength of our infrastructure, our talent pipeline and a highly 
collaborative, business-focused environment that helps companies scale and 
succeed.” 

• Ned Finkle, NVIDIA Vice President of External Affairs: "Artificial intelligence 
is driving the largest infrastructure buildout in history — and that buildout must 
be rooted here in the United States. This Nebius campus will create thousands 
of jobs, strengthen American supply chains, and build the AI factories that will 
power the next era of computing. NVIDIA is proud to stand with Nebius and the 
State of Missouri as we build the future of AI in American communities, with 
American workers."  

• Dr. Cynthia Grant, Deputy Superintendent of Instructional Services, 
Independence School District: “The Nebius AI factory represents a once-in-
a-generation economic opportunity for our community. For our district, it is 
projected to generate more than $463 million over the next 20 years, providing 
long-term stability and allowing us to better support our students, staff, and 
schools.” 

• Dr. Kimberly Beatty, Chancellor, Metropolitan Community College: “The 
addition of Nebius to the Kansas City region will add value to the economic 
development ecosystem through their contribution to the community and K-16 
education system. For MCC and most education entities, the ability to learn 
and partner with an AI expert has tremendous return on investment as we 
continue to serve our communities and students.” 

• Chris Wilson, CEO of ARCO National Construction: “Projects of this scale 
require deep coordination and technical expertise. We are proud to partner with 
Nebius to deliver a facility of this complexity and bring it online in 
Independence.” 

About Nebius 

Nebius, the AI cloud company, is building the full-stack platform for developers and 

companies to take charge of their AI future — from data and model training to 

production deployment. Founded on deep in-house technological expertise and 

operating at scale with a rapidly expanding global footprint, Nebius serves startups 

and enterprises building AI products, agents and services worldwide.  

  

Nebius is listed on Nasdaq (NASDAQ: NBIS) and headquartered in Amsterdam.  

  

For more information please visit www.nebius.com 

 

https://www.nebius.com/
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Contacts 

Media relations: media@nebius.com 

Investor relations: askIR@nebius.com 

Independence residents: IndependenceMO@nebius.com 

Disclaimer 

Forward-looking statements  

This press release contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of the 

Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, which involve risks and 

uncertainties. All statements contained in this press release other than statements 

of historical fact, including, without limitation, statements regarding our future 

financial and business performance, strategy, expected growth, planned 

investments and capital expenditures, capacity expansion plans, anticipated future 

financing transactions and expected financial results, are forward-looking 

statements. The words “anticipate, ” “believe, ” “continue, ” “estimate, ” “expect, ” 

“guide, ” “intend, ” “likely, ” “may, ” “will” and similar expressions and their 

negatives are intended to identify forward-looking statements. 

These forward-looking statements are subject to risks, uncertainties and 

assumptions, some of which are beyond our control. Actual results may differ 

materially from the results predicted or implied by such statements, and our 

reported results should not be considered as an indication of future performance. 

The potential risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ from 

the results predicted or implied by such statements include, among others: market, 

macroeconomic and geopolitical conditions; our ability to build, operate and 

manage our businesses to the desired scale; competitive pressures; technological 

developments; our ability to secure and retain clients; our ability to secure 

additional capital to enable the growth of the business; unpredictable sales cycles; 

and potential pricing pressures; as well as those risks and uncertainties related to 

our continuing businesses included under the captions “Risk Factors” and 

“Operating and Financial Review and Prospects” in our Annual Report on Form 20-

F for the year ended December 31, 2025, filed with the SEC on April 30, 2026, 

which is available on our investor relations website at https://nebius.com/investor-

hub and on the SEC website at www.sec.gov. 

All information in this press release is as of the date hereof (unless stated 

otherwise). Except as required by law, we undertake no obligation to update or 

revise publicly any forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new 

information, future events or otherwise, after the date on which the statements are 

made or to reflect the occurrence of unanticipated events. 

mailto:media@nebius.com
mailto:askIR@nebius.com
mailto:IndependenceMO@nebius.com
https://nebius.com/investor-hub
https://nebius.com/investor-hub
https://www.sec.gov/
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In addition, statements that “we believe” and similar statements reflect our beliefs 

and opinions on the relevant subject. These statements are based upon 

information available to us as of the date hereof and, while we believe such 

information forms a reasonable basis for such statements, such information may 

be limited or incomplete, and our statements should not be read to indicate that we 

have conducted an exhaustive inquiry into, or review of, all potentially available 

relevant information. These statements are inherently uncertain, and investors are 

cautioned not to unduly rely upon these statements. 
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