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Nebius welcomes 
Clarifai’s core team and 
licenses inference IP to 
strengthen Nebius Token 
Factory 

• Brings Clarifai’s deep expertise in system-level inference optimization and 
production AI to Nebius's managed inference platform and global capacity 

• Clarifai founder and CEO Matthew Zeiler, Ph.D., to lead Nebius research team 

Amsterdam, May 12, 2026 — Nebius (NASDAQ: NBIS), the AI cloud company, 

today announced that the core engineering and research team from Clarifai, led by 

founder and CEO Matthew Zeiler, is joining Nebius. Nebius has also agreed to 

license Clarifai’s inference and compute orchestration technology. 

The transaction will further strengthen Nebius Token Factory as a full-stack 

inference platform following Nebius’s recently announced acquisition of Eigen AI. 

While Eigen AI optimizes at the model level, Clarifai’s technology optimizes the 

system, creating the end-to-end infrastructure required to run complex AI models 

reliably in production.  

Clarifai founder and CEO Matthew Zeiler – a recognized pioneer in machine 

learning who has worked alongside researchers including Geoffrey Hinton, Jeff 

Dean, Rob Fergus, and Yann LeCun – will join Nebius as SVP, Research. At 

Nebius, he will lead a team focused on frontier AI innovation across areas 

including multimodal agentic reasoning, world models, token efficiency, and long-

term memory. 

A select group of Clarifai engineers and researchers will also join Nebius's 

infrastructure teams, bringing more than a decade of expertise in inference 

optimization and machine learning to Nebius.  
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Roman Chernin, co-founder and Chief Business Officer of Nebius, said:  

“We are building a complete inference ecosystem, because delivering efficient 

execution at scale is a system optimization game: model optimization, system 

design, and compute orchestration all have to work together. The integration of 

Clarifai’s advanced system-building capabilities and proven team will further 

strengthen Nebius Token Factory, offering customers the infrastructure they need 

to run models reliably and cost-effectively in production.” 

Alongside the integration of Clarifai’s core engineering and research talent, Nebius 

will acquire Clarifai's patent portfolio covering AI inference, compute orchestration, 

and related technologies, and will receive a non-exclusive, perpetual license to 

Clarifai's modern AI inference and reasoning technology stack.  

Matthew Zeiler, founder and CEO of Clarifai, said: 

“The future of AI – from agentic systems to physical AI – depends on the 

infrastructure powering it. Nebius is building the ultimate foundation to become the 

next hyperscaler, and I am excited to bring our team's expertise to that mission 

and to lead research at the frontier of AI. By combining our deep experience in 

compute orchestration and system-level optimization with Nebius’s massive 

compute capacity, we will give developers the jointly optimized hardware and 

software stack they need to deploy AI at scale.” 

The scope of the license is limited to Clarifai's modern AI inference and compute 

orchestration technology. It does not include Clarifai's legacy computer vision 

models, any intellectual property, products, services, or commercial arrangements 

associated with Clarifai's US government and defense programs. 

Commercial terms of the agreement were not disclosed. 

About Nebius 

Nebius, the AI cloud company, is building the full-stack platform for developers and 

companies to take charge of their AI future — from data and model training to 

production deployment. Founded on deep in-house technological expertise and 

operating at scale with a rapidly expanding global footprint, Nebius serves startups 

and enterprises building AI products, agents and services worldwide.  

  

Nebius is listed on Nasdaq (NASDAQ: NBIS) and headquartered in Amsterdam.  

  

For more information please visit www.nebius.com 

https://www.nebius.com/
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Contacts 

Media relations: media@nebius.com 

Investor relations: askIR@nebius.com 

Disclaimer 

Forward-looking statements  

This press release contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of the 

Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, which involve risks and 

uncertainties. All statements contained in this press release other than statements 

of historical fact, including, without limitation, statements regarding our ability to 

use Clarifai’s technology, integrate the Clarifai team and to achieve the synergies 

and other benefits anticipated, are forward-looking statements. The words 

"anticipate," "believe," "continue," "estimate," "expect," "guide," "intend," "likely," 

"may," "will" and similar expressions and their negatives are intended to identify 

forward-looking statements. 

These forward-looking statements are subject to risks, uncertainties and 

assumptions, some of which are beyond our control. Actual results may differ 

materially from the results predicted or implied by such statements, and our 

reported results should not be considered as an indication of future performance. 

The potential risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ from 

the results predicted or implied by such statements include, among others: risks 

associated with acquisitions and the integration of businesses and teams; market, 

macroeconomic and geopolitical conditions; technological developments; our 

ability to secure and retain clients; our ability to secure additional capital to enable 

the growth of the business; as well as those risks and uncertainties related to our 

continuing businesses included under the captions "Risk Factors" and "Operating 

and Financial Review and Prospects" in our Annual Report on Form 20-F for the 

year ended December 31, 2025, filed with the Securities and Exchange 

Commission on April 30, 2026. 

All information in this press release is as of the date hereof (unless stated 

otherwise). Except as required by law, we undertake no obligation to update or 

revise publicly any forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new 

information, future events or otherwise, after the date on which the statements are 

made or to reflect the occurrence of unanticipated events. 

In addition, statements that "we believe" and similar statements reflect our beliefs 

and opinions on the relevant subject. These statements are based upon 

information available to us as of the date hereof and, while we believe such 

information forms a reasonable basis for such statements, such information may 
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be limited or incomplete, and our statements should not be read to indicate that we 

have conducted an exhaustive inquiry into, or review of, all potentially available 

relevant information. These statements are inherently uncertain, and investors are 

cautioned not to unduly rely upon these statements. 
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